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Kentucky 2018 Wheat Yield May Be a Record High 

 

 

Kentucky farmers expect to harvest 24.3 million bushels of winter wheat during 2018. The expected crop for 2018 

would be up two percent from the previous year. Farmers seeded 440,000 acres last fall with 300,000 acres to be 

harvested for grain. Based on crop conditions as of May 1 and assuming a normal growing season, farmers expect a 

yield of 81 bushels per acre, up 4 bushels from 2017. Acres for other uses totaled 140,000 acres and will be used as 

cover crop for tobacco or cut as silage or hay. 

 

“Despite a cool spring, farmers think the crop may average the highest state yield on record,” said David Knopf, 

director of the NASS Eastern Mountain Regional Office in Kentucky. “The weather this month will likely be the 

determining factor.” 

 

The forecast will be updated June 12, based on conditions June 1.  

 

“Development of the crop is running behind normal.  As of April 29, five percent of the crop had headed, compared 

with the five-year average of 29 percent,” Knopf added.  

 

Winter wheat production for the Nation was forecast at 1.19 billion bushels, down six percent from 2017. The 

expected area to be harvested for grain or seed totals 24.8 million acres, down two percent from last year. As of May 

1, the U.S. yield was forecast at 48.1 bushels per acre, down 2.1 bushels from last year.     

       

As of May 1, Kentucky on-farm hay stocks totaled 670,000 tons, down 420,000 tons from May 1, 2017 stocks.  

Farmers have used 83 percent of their hay stocks since December 1, 2017.  

 

U.S. hay stocks were at 15.7 million tons, down 8,719,000 tons from 2017. 
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Winter Wheat, Selected States & U.S., May 1, 2018 

State 
Area Planted Area Harvested Yield/Ac Production 

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

 (1,000 Ac) (1,000 Ac) (1,000 Ac) (1,000 Ac) (Bushels) (Bushels) (1,000 bushels) (1,000 bushels) 

Colorado 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kansas 

KENTUCKY 
Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Washington 

U.S. 

2,250 

500 

290 

7,600 

480 
640 

1,750 

1,120 

460 

4,500 

910 

370 

4,700 

1,700 

32,696 

2,400 

560 

300 

7,700 

440 
660 

1,600 

1,070 

490 

4,300 

830 

400 

4,700 

1,700 

32,708 

2,020 

470 

240 

6,950 

310 
540 

1,590 

1,020 

435 

2,900 

520 

275 

2,350 

1,650 

25,291 

2,200 

510 

240 

7,300 

300 
530 

1,550 

990 

470 

2,000 

730 

300 

1,600 

1,650 

24,769 

43.0 

76.0 

74.0 

48.0 

77.0 
68.0 

42.0 

46.0 

74.0 

34.0 

40.0 

70.0 

29.0 

73.0 

50.2 

38.0 

73.0 

81.0 

37.0 

81.0 
64.0 

49.0 

43.0 

77.0 

26.0 

56.0 

72.0 

27.0 

72.0 

48.1 

86,860 

35,720 

17,760 

333,600 

23,870 
36,720 

66,780 

46,920 

32,190 

98,600 

20,800 

19,250 

68,150 

120,450 

1,269,437 

83,600 

37,230 

19,440 

270,100 

24,300 
33,920 

75,950 

42,570 

36,190 

52,000 

40,880 

21,600 

43,200 

118,800 

1,191,542 

 

 

Milk Cows & Milk Production, Selected States & U.S. 

Preliminary January - March, 2017 - 2018 

State 
Jan - Mar Milk Cows 1 Jan - Mar Milk Production 2 

2017 2018 2017 2018 18 % 17 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Head Million Pounds Million Pounds Percent 

CA 

IL 

IN 

KY 
MN 

MO 

OH 

TX 

VA 

WI 

US 

1,755 

93 

186 

56 
460 

85 

262 

500 

87 

1,280 

9,369 

1,738 

93 

187 

57 
455 

84 

261 

516 

87 

1,275 

9,407 

10,038 

490 

1,061 

271 
2,445 

318 

1,388 

2,988 

442 

7,462 

53,562 

10,314 

495 

1,076 

284 
2,437 

313 

1,381 

3,147 

436 

7,476 

54,385 

103 

101 

101 

105 
100 

98 

99 

105 

99 

100 

102 

1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 



  

  

CATTLE COUNTY ESTIMATES - JANUARY 1, 2018 1 2 

Cnty/Dist/St 
All Cattle 

& Calves 

Beef 

Cows 

Milk 

Cows 
Cnty/Dist/St 

All Cattle 

& Calves 

Beef 

Cows 

Milk 

Cows 

 Number Number Number  Number Number Number 

Purchase 
    Ballard 

    Calloway 

    Carlisle 

    Fulton 
    Graves 

    Hickman 

    Livingston 
    Lyon 

    McCracken 

    Marshall 
    Trigg 

 

Midwestern 
    Caldwell 

    Christian 

    Crittenden 
    Daviess 

    Hancock 

    Henderson 
    Hopkins 

    Logan 

    Mclean 
    Muhlenberg 

    Ohio 

    Simpson 
    Todd 

    Union 
    Webster 

 

Central 
    Adair 

    Allen 

    Barren 
    Breckinridge 

    Bullitt 

    Butler 
    Casey 

    Clinton 

    Cumberland 
    Edmonson 

    Grayson 

    Green 
    Hardin 

    Hart 

    Jefferson 
    Larue 

    Marion 

    Meade 
    Metcalfe 

    Monroe 

    Nelson 
    Russell 

    Taylor 

    Warren 
 

Northern 
    Boone 

    Bracken 

    Campbell 

    Carroll 
    Gallatin 

    Grant 

    Henry 
    Kenton 

    Oldham 

    Owen 
    Pendleton 

    Trimble 

 

 

5,500 

6,900 

3,200 

1,300 
17,500 

3,200 

15,000 
4,200 

2,500 

10,000 
12,800 

 

 
9,500 

28,500 

12,500 
13,000 

5,500 

6,300 
9,000 

36,500 

4,600 
12,000 

12,500 

8,500 
20,000 

9,000 
8,000 

 

 
41,500 

39,000 

82,000 
38,000 

6,000 

13,000 
35,500 

20,000 

8,300 
16,000 

33,500 

29,000 
30,000 

37,000 

2,400 
19,000 

47,500 

17,500 
32,000 

53,000 

48,500 
42,000 

24,000 

47,000 
 

 

10,000 

12,000 

7,000 

7,500 
3,500 

13,700 

21,500 
5,900 

7,500 

20,000 
10,000 

7,400 

 

 

(D) 

3,600 

2,000 

600 
6,500 

(D) 

8,600 
(D) 

(D) 

4,400 
7,000 

 

 
(D) 

10,400 

7,800 
8,000 

(D) 

(D) 
(D) 

13,500 

2,700 
(D) 

7,900 

4,900 
5,200 

5,200 
(D) 

 

 
20,000 

18,500 

34,000 
22,000 

3,100 

(D) 
18,000 

10,900 

5,400 
8,800 

18,500 

15,000 
17,500 

18,000 

1,300 
10,600 

22,000 

10,900 
15,100 

24,000 

17,700 
14,600 

10,900 

23,500 
 

 

(D) 

7,300 

3,400 

4,900 
(D) 

8,600 

12,400 
(D) 

(D) 

10,900 
6,600 

(D) 

 

 

(D) 

100 

300 

-- 
200 

(D) 

-- 
-- 

(D) 

(D) 
300 

 

 
(D) 

2,400 

(D) 
300 

-- 

-- 
(D) 

3,500 

-- 
(D) 

(D) 

600 
3,000 

-- 
-- 

 

 
3,800 

400 

6,200 
300 

400 

(D) 
1,400 

300 

(D) 
400 

700 

1,600 
900 

1,200 

100 
400 

2,200 

100 
2,000 

2,300 

1,900 
1,500 

1,800 

2,300 
 

 

-- 

200 

(D) 

-- 
(D) 

200 

700 
(D) 

(D) 

100 
-- 

(D) 

 

Bluegrass 
    Anderson 

    Bath 

    Bourbon 

    Boyle 
    Clark 

    Fayette 

    Fleming 
    Franklin 

    Garrard 

    Harrison 
    Jessamine 

    Lincoln 

    Madison 
    Mason 

    Mercer 

    Montgomery 
    Nicholas 

    Robertson 

    Scott 
    Shelby 

    Spencer 

    Washington 
    Woodford 

 

Eastern/Mtn 
    Bell 

    Boyd 
    Breathitt 

    Carter 

    Clay 
    Elliott 

    Estill 

    Floyd 
    Greenup 

    Harlan 

    Jackson 
    Johnson 

    Knott 

    Knox 
    Laurel 

    Lawrence 

    Lee 
    Leslie 

    Letcher 

    Lewis 
    McCreary 

    Magoffin 

    Martin 
    Menifee 

    Morgan 

    Owsley 
    Perry 

    Pike 

    Powell 
    Pulaski 

    Rockcastle 

    Rowan 

    Wayne 

    Whitley 

    Wolfe 
 

Other Cntys 
 

Kentucky 

 

15,300 

30,500 

53,000 

37,000 
33,500 

14,500 

51,000 
16,000 

43,000 

32,500 
20,000 

62,000 

71,000 
25,500 

51,000 

30,000 
21,000 

4,500 

31,500 
31,000 

13,700 

36,000 
20,500 

 

 
600 

2,000 
800 

13,000 

2,500 
6,000 

6,400 

300 
7,800 

200 

13,000 
1,700 

600 

2,800 
20,000 

2,800 

1,600 
100 

100 

9,800 
2,300 

2,000 

200 
4,400 

12,800 

1,600 
2,000 

800 

2,600 
66,000 

16,000 

4,800 

33,000 

8,000 

2,200 
 

 

 
2,160,000 

  

  
  

  

  

 

7,800 

(D) 

23,000 

11,900 
16,700 

(D) 

18,500 
7,800 

18,000 

17,000 
8,100 

22,500 

25,500 
14,000 

13,100 

14,500 
10,400 

2,600 

16,100 
16,100 

7,300 

18,500 
(D) 

 

 
400 

1,100 
500 

6,200 

(D) 
3,600 

3,600 

(D) 
4,700 

(D) 

6,200 
(D) 

400 

1,900 
12,100 

1,800 

(D) 
(D) 

(D) 

6,000 
1,500 

1,200 

(D) 
2,200 

6,700 

1,000 
(D) 

400 

(D) 
33,000 

9,300 

(D) 

14,000 

4,700 

1,700 
 

106,700 

 
1,033,000 

  

  
  

  

  

 

(D) 

(D) 

(D) 

100 
(D) 

(D) 

1,600 
(D) 

400 

100 
(D) 

2,100 

200 
800 

900 

(D) 
100 

300 

(D) 
1,100 

200 

700 
-- 

 

 
-- 

-- 
-- 

100 

-- 
(D) 

(D) 

-- 
-- 

-- 

600 
(D) 

-- 

-- 
(D) 

(D) 

-- 
-- 

-- 

100 
-- 

-- 

-- 
-- 

(D) 

-- 
-- 

-- 

-- 
1,200 

200 

(D) 

200 

(D) 

-- 
 

1,900 

 
57,000 

  

  
  

  

  

 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
 1 Counties not meeting NASS publication standards (denoted by "--") are combined and shown under "Other Cntys" and included in State totals. 
 2 Livestock County Estimates Methodology located at http:/www.nass.usda.gov/Data_and_Statistics/County_Data_Files/Livestock_County_Estimates/index.php 



  

  

Crop Average Prices Received 1 

Commodity 

Kentucky U.S. 

Mar 

2017 

Mar 

2018 

Mar 

2017 

Mar 

2018 

 $ $ $ $ 

All Corn (Bu)23 

Soybeans (Bu)2 

Winter Wheat (Bu)2 

Hay, Alfalfa (Ton) 

Hay, Other (Ton) 

3.93 

10.10 

(4) 

215.00 

105.00 

3.81 

10.10 

(4) 

215.00 

125.00 

3.49 

9.69 

3.82 

134.00 

127.00 

3.51 

9.81 

4.73 

166.00 

123.00 

 1 Only full month prices published starting in January 2015. 2 Includes 

contract sales paid during month. 3 Includes yellow and white corn. 4 

Kentucky is a minor State, not published separately. 

Livestock Average Prices Received 1 

Commodity 

United States 

Mar 

2017 

Feb 

2018 

Mar 

2018 

 $ / Cwt. $ / Cwt. $ / Cwt. 

All Hogs 

    Barrows & Gilts 

    Sows 

All Beef Cattle 3 

    Steers & Heifers 4 

    Cows 

    Calves 5 

53.00 

53.70 

36.20 

125.00 

127.00 

69.50 

159.00 

54.60 

54.60 

54.50 

125.00 

127.00 

65.60 

180.00 

50.00 

50.00 

47.70 

125.00 

127.00 

68.90 

175.00 

 1 U.S. prices based on data provided by USDA AMS. 2 "Steers & 

Heifers" and "Cows" combined. 3 500 lbs. and over. 4 Under 500 lbs. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Internet Access: Data including this report are available free of charge on our Internet homepage located at http://www.nass.usda.gov/ky. Links to the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture, the University of Kentucky Agricultural Weather Center and other web sites related to Kentucky Agriculture are also included. National & State reports and data are 
available on the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service homepage located at http://www.nass.usda.gov/ 
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